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ment, they should be summoned to disarm by Germany. The
sooner this is done, he says, the more lives will be saved. To wait
until France is ready may cost Germany one hundred thousand
men more than if they fought before the French are ready, and
he thinks that the great Powers of Europe should, in the interests
of peace, advise France to desist from her armaments, before
Germany is compelled to do so alone.

Great hopes are founded on the approaching visit of the
Emperor of Russia and of Prince Gorchakov, whose influence
will be exerted, it is believed, to remove the alarm which French
armaments and papal encyclicals produce at Berlin.

I note a general impression that peace will be preserved during
the present year."

The actual situation at this moment was so tense that the
rumour that the Emperor Alexander was about to send the
Russian military attache to Germany to express privately and
independently of the normal diplomatic channels the sincere
hope that peace might be preserved was received with relief by
the whole diplomatic body, and the seriousness of the crisis was
further emphasized by the news that Bismarck had postponed his
visit to Varzin so as to meet Count Shuvalov who was expected
on 2 May, and that he would stay also until the visit of the Tsar
and Prince Gorchakov in order to discuss affairs with them.1
A sombre view was taken by the British military attache. He
wrote to Lord Odo: "Although I am still of opinion that there
was until very recently no intention of provoking a renewal of
the conflict before the spring of 1876, by which date all the
German preparations would have been completed by the
provision of the new field guns and infantry small arms, the
events of the last three weeks have made me fully alive to the
fact that the preservation of peace is extremely doubtful, and
that it really depends on the will of one man."2 This report from
so reliable and well-informed a witness as Major-General
Walker was disturbing enough, but Lord Odo Russell had still
further cause for uneasiness on this particular day. The Belgian
Ambassador, grave and anxious, called at the Embassy to tell
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